



Workforce Investment Act (WIA)

ASSET User Group

Webinar

Thursday, August 28, 2008

Minutes


Meeting called to order by Richard Price at 9:35 a.m.  

Members present: Lynn Krause (01), Sue Wile(02), (03), Al Hesse (04), Joleen Prentice (07), Richard Price (08), Amy Scarborough (09), Victoria Harmon (10), Kathie Edge (11).

Guests present: Renee Kemp (03), Rose Zingsheim (03), Bill ___________ (07), Ed Hudson (8), Diane Bartels (DET/BPMITC), Matt Mita (DET/BPMITC), Tim Hineline (DET/BPMITC),Duane Frisch(DET/BPMITC), Nancy Bryan (DWD/DET) 

Review Meeting Minutes from July

Motion to approve minutes-Sue Wile

2nd by Amy Scarborough

WAJTE Highlights

VJC Update:  Will be called Job Center of Wisconsin.  Will be presented to WAJTE 9/3.  Rollout to Job Center staff 9/12, public rollout 9/15.

Waiver Request Status: Nancy sent AUG members the Waiver Request package on 9/2 that was sent to DOL 8/29/08.

Literacy/Numeracy and TABE Tests – Nancy Bryan

DET staff have received a number of inquiries about the reporting of TABE test scores and the calculations that ASSET makes as test results are entered into the Literacy/Numeracy test score fields.  Local staff thought that ASSET wasn't working correctly.  After research and discussion with U.S. DOL representatives, Nancy assured the AUG that ASSET is working as it should with regard to the calculation of grade equivalency.However, the ASSET grade equivalency field can be confusing to case managers when they enter TABE test scores into the fields.

The confusion arises from the way that the TABE Norms tables are laid out, especially for test scores at the high end of the range of scores (e.g., test scores signified by a 6.9+).  Must use the whole set of TABE norms tables for the test ranges, not just those associated with a particular level (e.g., Level E or Level M).Nancy will develop some tables to help clarify how the Literacy/Numeracy measure views TABE test results for determining the youth's educational functioning levels and gains.

In addition, she learned that DOL's view on using compatible tests for pre- and post- testing is broader that what DET staff understood to be true.  According to DOL and the Dept. of Education (DOE) representatives, test compatibility refers only to the TABE series.  Thus, if you use the TABE 9 for pre test, then you must use the TABE 10 for post test. If you use the TABE 7 for pre-test, you must use the TABE 8 for post test.  There is no compatibility problem if you use a TABE 7, Level E for the pre-test and a TABE 8, Level M for the post-test, assuming that the youth has made sufficient progress during the program year to be tested fairly using the Level M for the post-test.

Nancy also learned that, according to the test developers, the TABE survey test is only 70% reliable, and DOL recommends using the TABE Complete battery when assessing youth basic skills deficiency levels.  With more emphasis on literacy and numeracy gains in the near future, test reliability and accuracy is likely to become a more significant concern when establishing youth basic skills deficiency.

DOL changed anniversary date for post testing definition by one day. If pre test is 7/1/08, post test by 7/1/09.  From that date forward, future post-tests will be due no later than July 1st of subsequent youth program participation years.

Waiver Request Status – Nancy Bryan

Waiver is going to the regional DOL office next week at the latest.

Nancy will send a copy of the request to AUG members.  Note:  The waiver package was e-mailed to AUG members on Tuesday, September 2, 2008.

VJC Progress Update – Tim Hineline 

VJC is scheduled to rollout 9/15/08.  

It will be called “Wisconsin Job Center”

Customization by workforce boards will be done later.

Special Program Reporting Update – Matt Mita

Awaiting information from DOL on how these programs will fit into performance. 

Depending on DOL response, it could be in ASSET by October.

Special Projects refers to programs that use the same rules on common measures as WIA, like WIRED.

First priority is to work with partner programs
Non-partner programs, not funded by DOL and not using common measures, like State set-aside funding, Milwaukee Corrections Project.is not as high a priority.

For non-partner programs there is no policy yet and no scope has been determined.

TESSA Update – Richard Price

Ed Hudson was introduced. He will head up the project and man the help desk.

They are working to get it on the server by next week and running it in a training environment

Tim indicated that State level testing is still needed

In order to migrate current records into TESSA, customers must have PIN numbers in ASSET

Next WDA to work with TESSA will be WOW.

They are still working to connect Orien fiscal reporting system with TESSA. 

Perhaps the fiscal linkage should be discussed with the AIMS fiscal group 

To Do List review – Richard Price

Nothing to add or report

New business

Nancy has encountered requests for changes in ASSET  from the technical assistance sessions around the State.

When these sessions are done, they will be compiled and brought to the AUG group for discussion

Adjournment – 10:30 a.m. Tim made a motion to adjourn, Jolene seconded

The next AUG meeting will be in Madison, GEF 1 on September 25, 2008, Shannon Moe will be the note taker.

Submitted by Sue Wile (WDA 02)
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