
Workforce Investment Act (WIA)

Asset User Group Minutes

Via Webinar

April 24, 2008

Meeting called to order by Shannon Moe 9:40 a.m.


Members present:  Lynn Krause (01), Sue Wile (02), Stanley Kogutkiewicz (VETS), Anita Gorham (03), Al Hesse (04), Debbie Kelly (05), Jane Spencer (06), Joleen Prentice, Deb  (07), Richard Price (08) Amy Scarborough (09), Victoria Harmon (10), Shannon Moe (11).

Guests present:  Renee Kemp (03), Rose Zingsheim (03), Bruce Larson (03), Deborah O’Leary (07), Tim Hineline (DET/BPMITC), Diane Bartels (DET/BPMITC), Nancy Bryan (DET/Policy), Duane Frisch (DET/BPMITC), Ed Ryan

Review of February Minutes

Minutes were reviewed.  Amy suggested that “pro-assessment” should be ”pre-assessment” on page four.  Joleen clarified a comment she made on page four to Nancy (no change required). Amy noted that “Youth Waiver” should be referred to as “Common Measure waiver” on page five.  Anita moved to approve minutes. Sue Seconded. 

WAJTE HIGHLIGHTS

· Governor has recommended that the State act on the recommendations of the Medivante report. Social security numbers will be effectively removed from all State systems.

· TESSA implementation target date is July 1, 2008.

· WIA third quarter performance data will be out in approximately two weeks.

· State monitoring will not include file reviews this year.  Data element validation activities have been determined sufficient for monitoring purposes.

ASSET Updates – Diane Bartels

No ASSET updates.

WEBI ID- Tim Hineline

The Governor recommends that we act on the recommendations of the Medivante report: removing social security numbers whenever possible from State systems as quickly as possible. As a result, DWD will be removing social security numbers from ASSET.

· Shannon explained that we will still enter the social security number when we register a participant, but that we won’t have access to it after that. 

· A suggestion was made to have the DOB available for cross matching and verifying records especially for those with more common names.

· Change will take place as “quickly as possible”.

· Social Security Numbers will be removed from the WebI reports as well. 

· Tim will let members of the AUG know when this will take place.

Unsubsidized Employment

Anita defined “unsubsidized employment” as described in ASSET. Asked if it should still be in ASSET.

· Shannon described how she uses “unsubsidized employment”.

· Nancy defined it as employment not funded by a state or federally funded program. She believes that this service needs to continue to be in ASSET.  However, the State will research and confer with DOL if necessary to determine whether or not this service should be reported for participants.. For the moment we could continue to report this as a service.

Entering Assessment as a Service

· Lynn asked if Assessment (as a service) needs to be entered into ASSET if the assessment information has already been entered into ASSET.  Lynn also noted that there are other services such as ISS and employment that are not being reported and show up in ASSET elsewhere. Based on Nancy’s Talking Points from Youth Conference Call on 3/21/08 report, services are not being reported.  This is a result of the way we were told to report information in ASSET way back when (Lynn Schmidt era), and also the reason the services count is so low when reporting to DOL.   Nancy replied that the service is the only thing that is tracked for reporting. Reports are not drawn directly from Manage Assessments. For this reason, Assessment should continue to be entered as a service.  Shannon commented that assessment information is essentially entered three times (as a service, in Manage Assessment, and case notes).  Nancy said that the entries are three different types of information for three different purposes. 

Performance Training

· Nancy and Victoria briefly recapped the performance training session that was held for South Central WDA.  Both felt the session was highly successful and that staff learned a lot from the discussions.
· Nancy reminded AUG members that this performance training as an opportunity for WDA’s to ask questions about performance and to ensure that topics of local importance or confusion are addressed.  The agenda and training content are to be defined locally so that this training session covers topics and material that each WDB believes is needed.  For that reason, each training session is likely to be unique and different because each WDB may have its own ideas about what the training needs to cover.

· Nancy said that in trainings she has already provided, they have talked about WebI, and documentation – something seldom discussed in a previous forums.

TESSA Update – Richard, Tim

Richard and Tim Discussed TESSA.

· Richard said that he, Dick Best, and Bob Batchelor gave TESSA presentations in Milwaukee and WOW last week.  Both Sue (Milwaukee) and Anita (WOW) said that the presentations went well, and that they were looking forward to having it. Richard also said that they were presenting to N.W. CEP next Tuesday.

· Richard said that Ron Danowski had just sent an email which outlined the estimated cost breakdown for the State to host TESSA. He said that, at this time, the costs seem reasonable.

· Tim outlined the steps needed to take place before the State would give permission to make TESSA live.  He said that Ron has set an implementation target date of 7/1/08.

· Richard stressed that while TESSA was essentially ready to go, that his WDA would need to test it before it could be made available to other WDA’s.  He indicated that an unknown amount of effort would be required to migrate local WDA’s data to TESSA.  He also said that connecting TESSA to the various backend fiscal programs (i.e. TESSA, MIPS) would take additional time. He said that the rollout order of WDA’s hasn’t been decided yet. 

· Shannon asked if the WIA Application program (that West Central developed) will be made available as part of TESSA. Richard said that it would.

· Richard mentioned that the AUG group might want to consider discussing standardized forms and reports that would be available on TESSA. Shannon will poll AUG members to see who has an interest in developing such documents, and how they should conduct those meetings. She will share this information with Richard.

· Richard stressed that while forms and reports are inevitable, they are not the priority at the moment, and may need to wait for several months before being developed. 

To Do List-Anita Gorham

· TDL21 – WebI report for Literacy/Numeracy performance measure. Anita asked if there had been progress on this. Diane said that it would take approximately 70 hours of programmers’ time, and it had not been approved yet.

· TDL 107 - Make O*Net codes optional. Diane said that it is in User Acceptance Testing (UAT), and in the process of being approved.

· TDL 112 – Stan would like report showing percent of Veterans that are WIA clients. Stan stressed that he just needed percentages.  Anita will check into it and get back to him.

· TDL 110 – Development of standardized forms and reports for TESSA.  Process will begin shortly. Anita stressed that performance related data needs to be entered into ASSET before it could be drawn upon for reports.

Other Business

· Anita asked when and how Data Warehouse passwords would be consolidated into one.  Shannon said that she was told that there would be no new paperwork for current users with multiple access points. Request forms for new users will be modified to reflect this change. Anita asked if there are instructions to fill out access requests. Diane was unsure. Diane will discuss this issue at more length at the next AUG meeting. 

· Nancy said that she just forwarded an email with WIA PY08 allocations. Said that she is unsure how recisions will factor into these numbers.

· Nancy said that she will try to get third quarter performance information to WDA’s in the next two weeks. 

· Nancy said that there was no news on the Performance Waiver. At this time, it has not been submitted by the State. 

· Anita said that she sent out an email on the Financial Literacy broadcast by Public Television. Reminded us to share it with appropriate staff.

· Lynn asked about the State’s policy on 35% laddering.  Asked if individuals pursing an RN degree, must first have an LPN ITA. They do not.  Report all credentials.  In this case record as a license for LPN.

· Lynn asked if the State will be monitoring files this spring.  Nancy said that because so many records were reviewed for data validation, the State will not be reviewing files as part of their monitoring this Spring.

Adjournment

Lynn made a motion to adjourn, Al second.  The meeting adjourned at 11:36 a.m.

The next AUG meeting will be held at 9:30 a.m. on May 22, 2008 in Madison. At that time, elections will be held for Vice Chair.

Amy Scarborough will be note taker.

Minutes submitted by Richard Price (08)
Final-Amended/Approved
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