FVWDB Youth Council
Approved Meeting Minutes
September 13, 2007

3:00pm

Present:  Mr. Geigle, Mr. Malsin, Ms. Kohn, Ms. Doell

Others:  Ms. Welch, Ms. Meyer, Ms. Lund 

Mr. Geigle called the meeting to order at 3:05pm.

Approval of minutes:  Mr. Malsin made a motion to approve the minutes of May 1, 2007.  Ms. Doell second.  No discussion.  Motion passes.

Career Connection Partnership:  As of July 1, 2007, FVWDB purchased a FTE position from the Fox Cities Chamber to expand Career Connection services in the Fox Valley WDA.  Ms. Doell and Ms. Rank from Career Connection have moved to the FVWDB Neenah office.  With this partnership, more in-depth services to schools will be done.  A Workforce Economics case manager, Ms. Valdez, has also moved to the Neenah office to work with the Career Connection program although she will remain a WE, Inc. employee.  Ms. Rank is a part-time position funded through the Chamber.  Services will also be expanded to work with higher-risk youth.  The job shadowing component of Career Connection will also be rolled out seven counties wide; other services will also be expanded upon and improved.  

Youth Program Services:  RFP process has been completed and moving along fairly well with PY 07.  Neenah High School Reality Store project is planned for October 17th (8:30-11:30am) and volunteers are still needed.  Ms. Lund will email the flyer to Mr. Malsin to assist with recruiting efforts.  Menasha High School has a Reality Store event planned for Spring 2008.  

Ruby Payne will present her Framework for Understanding Poverty (one day overview) session on October 23rd, 2007 in Neenah.   United Way and Community First Credit Union have supported the project and marketing efforts have been underway.
Monitoring PY 06:  No findings were noted in the program area.  There was one observation with two points listed:  1) Reporting in a timely and accurate manner with case notes needs improvement, and 2) Skill assessment areas could be improved.  Ms. Lund will continue to work with all involved on these issues.
PY 06 Performance measures:  All measures were met or exceeded for the Youth program.  The older youth six month earnings change was tight but all involved are aware and will continue working on improving this measure.  Because the group of older youth was small, one person’s data can greatly affect the report.  Ms. Welch thanks all contractors for their hard work this year.
Grow 2 Grant:  DWD awarded $50,000 in funds to the FVWDB for the Grow 2 grant and two initiatives we planned: 1) a website was to be developed for the Manufacturing Alliance, and 2) Youth projects tying the manufacturing sector with the technical college system were to be done.   These included:  sponsoring a competition with Johnsonville Co. for youth teams to create their own grill, supporting FVTC bringing youth into their school to showcase careers including manufacturing, and assisting NWTC’s summer youth project regarding manufacturing.  
Ms. Meyer will email the Youth Council an electronic invite to the Brillion High School Technology and Engineering Education Center grand opening event (September 25th) as well as the link to the manufacturing alliance website (http://www.newmfgalliance.org).
A lengthy discussion followed on how to get youth and others interested in welding and other manufacturing careers where workers are needed/good wages can be earned.

A Grow 3 Grant round is projected to be announced in January.  Funds will be granted from the Joyce Foundation to work on the career pathways model.

Recruitment of new youth council members:  New committee members are needed; a police officer, a youth person in the program or one who has gone through the program, an adult whose child is or has gone through the program,  a community based youth organization member, and another person from the K-12 system.  
Ms. Rubin can be taken off of the email list as Ms. Kohn has taken over that role.

Other business:  None.
Announcements:  None.
Adjournment:  Ms. Doell made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Ms. Kohn second.  Motion passes; meeting was adjourned at 4:30pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Cheryl A. Welch
