Fox Valley Workforce Development Board and Local Elected Officials 
Meeting Minutes
Holiday Inn Riverwalk, Neenah
March 17, 2005
The FVWDB meeting was called to order at 3:05pm by Mr. Grant and roll call was taken by way of introductions.  The Local Elected Officials meeting was called to order by Mr. Weiss and roll call was taken by way of introductions.
FVWDB Members Present:  Mr. Sewall, Mr. Beregszazi, Ms. Cronmiller, Mr. Davies, Mr. Bergman, Mr. Mauch, Ms. Holcomb, Mr. Grant, Ms. Welch, Mr. Thiel, Ms. VanNess, Ms. May, Mr. Kelly, Mr. Sloan, Ms. Mooney, Mr. Geigle, Mr. Westphal, Mr. Callahan
Local Elected Officials Present:  Mr. Helmer, Mr. Gentz, Mr. Koeppen, Mr. Weiss

Others Present:  Ms. Tylka, Ms. Palmer, Mr. Hesse, Ms. Ziebell, Mr. Jochman
 FVWDB Approval of minutes


A motion was made by Ms. Cronnmiller to approve the minutes of December 16th, 2004.  Mr. Mauch second.  Motion passes.

LEO Approval of minutes


A motion was made by Mr. Gentz to approve the minutes of December 9th, 2004.  Mr. Helmer second.  Motion passes.

WIA Reauthorization Update


A side-by-side comparison of the WIA bills was distributed. Ms. Welch reported that the House has passed WIA and the Senate bill should pass by April.  Block granting will most likely happen.  The bills are similar to what was presented last year, then will go to conference.  She noted that more people favor the Senate bill; also the 10% administration definition will be a hot issue.


A draft position paper on WIA Reauthorization from the WAJTE group was passed out; authored by Fred Schnook and Ms. Welch.


Also distributed was a handout from the Bay Area WDB Director, Jim Golembeski, entitled “WIA Reauthorization: Less Regulation, More Accountability.”


Ms. Welch commented that if members are meeting with legislators and would like more information or talking points to please contact the office.

Committee Reports


Employer Services:  Mr. Kelly reported the committee met on March 14th.  Performance was reviewed and currently FVWDB is failing the 6 month earning income for the second quarter.  A dislocated worker handout was distributed and notes include:  Leach Co. is now closed and Simmons orientations are scheduled for April.  LPN and customized welding trainings are beginning.  A goal of implementation of JobFit in all counties by July 1 was noted, another goal includes board member recruitment.  See Ms. Welch if you possible candidate names.

One-Stop System:  Ms. VanNess said the group met on March 9th.  Highlights of the meeting include:  DWD is holding statewide meetings on WIA, cuts to state positions/Job Service will begin on April 30th and 5 senior staff positions will be lost, as well as 6 other positions which will affect Job Centers.  Job Centers are working on business plans which are due in May.  Other discussions included safety in the One Stops, the success of the Disability Navigator program, the Red Granite Corrections program, and 2nd quarter data report of Job Center activities.  Also, National One Stop Day will be in May; Ms. Welch will invite legislators to visit one stops.  

Youth Council:  Mr. Geigle commented on the Youth Council which met on February 23rd.  For the first time, 2nd quarter performance measure were all met or exceeded for older and younger youth.  A report was given by Career Connection and the video lending library is very popular.  A Hmong youth literacy project with United Way with Youth, Boys and Girls Club, and Appleton schools is in the beginning stages.  Finally, poverty education is a board goal and the committee will continue to explore existing efforts and coordinate an event by the end of the school year if possible.

A motion was made by Mr. Beregszazi to move to Closed Session.  Mr. Koeppen
 second.  Motion passes.  Ms. Tylka took roll call and all gave approval to move to closed session.  

A motion was made by Mr. Weiss to return to Open Session.  Mr. Westphal second.  Motion passes.  Ms. Tylka took roll call and all gave approval to return to open session.
A motion was made by Ms. Cronmiller to approve items discussed in closed session, Option #1 of new building to transfer $80,000 from corporate funds for purchase down payment (see attached).  Mr. Mauch second.  Motion passes.  

Report from Executive Committee


a)  TIF Legislation-Mr. Kleman was unable to attend meeting and had the information.  Ms. Welch will forward if necessary.


b)  NEW Economic Study-Mr. Schultz reported that groups involved are continuing to work together and there is now a better sense of direction.  A director for a Regional Economic Development Corporation is being hired.  The Governor has also shown interest lately and is giving support.  


c)  Board goals-were decided upon at the December retreat.  Ms. Welch has made a chart with goals, responsibilities and persons involved.  She will fill in outcomes to date.


d)  At last committee meeting, a whistle blowing/fraud act policy was approved.

Recognition

Mr. Grant, Ms. Welch and the Board presented Ms. Holcomb with a gift and thanked her for her leadership role in serving as Board Chair for 2003 and 2004.  Mr. Bergman was also recognized with a gift and card for his achievements and service to the FVWDB and workforce development system.

Announcements

Part two of an economic development teleconference will be hosted by FVWDB on April 12th.  A handout was distributed; see Ms. Tylka for more information.


Other handouts:  Grow Wisconsin document, a Business Services update as of 3/17/05, Quarter 2 Performance Measures for PY04, Career Connection Usage report from 12/04-2/05, Dislocated Worker activities report for 7/1/04-6/30/05, and the PY03 FVWDB Annual Report.

Adjournment


Ms. VanNess made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Ms. Holcomb second.  Meeting adjourned at 4:45pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Cheryl A. Welch
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