Economic Development Committee
Approved
Meeting Minutes:  
January 3, 2008
10:00 a.m - Noon
Present:  Mr. Thiel, Ms. Welch, Ms. Hicks-Sorensen, Mr. Kleman, 
Absent:  Ms. May, Ms. Holcomb, Mr. Schlies, Mr. Schultz, Mr. Wheeler
Others:  Ms. Hoxtell, Ms. Kaup, Ms. Homan, Mr. Miller, Mr. Resick, Ms. Ziebell
Ms. Welch called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m.
Mr. Kleman made a motion to approve the meeting minutes of November 8, 2007.

Mr. Thiel second.  Motion carries.
Updates on Subcommittee Activity: 
a) Construction:  Fox News interviewed Ms. Welch and Mr. Schultz to discuss the creation of the certificate program.  Classes will start in January.
b) Manufacturing:  The curriculum is worked out however; due to the diversity of the group, it’s been difficult to create a program that everyone agrees on.  It may be more feasible to have businesses pick and choose the areas that are most needed by their company; therefore, it’s likely that this will not be a standardized training.
Regional Updates:
a) New North:  The summit was held in December which included an update of the region. 

b) NEWREP:  A January 25th meeting is scheduled in Green Bay.  The meeting will discuss the 2008 goals, priorities and committees that will be continuing. 

c) Technical Colleges:  FVTC has a new program with $300,000 for incumbent worker training.  Companies have to exhaust all other sources before getting any of the training money.  
d) Workforce Board(s):  Ms. Welch gave an explanation on what the WDB does:  uses funding to retrain workers; help companies with incumbent worker training; help business with recruiting needs; provide employment/economic data.  She also mentioned that the Board recently wrote for a RIG Grant which would provide $50k for rural and $50k for urban development.

Development of Economic Opportunity/Activities:

a) International Trade Technical Assistance:  Mr. Thiel announced that there will be a Trade Mission to Ireland soon and anyone is welcome to go by contacting the Dept. of Commerce.  An International Trade Meeting is scheduled for February 11th.  Ms Welch has requested to be a topic on the agenda regarding the possibility of Mr. Miller working with companies in the WDA’s seven county area on training/education of trade opportunities. 
b) Small Business Support:  The group discussed what services are out there to help small businesses.
c) Other:  The Business Plan competition was discussed.
Future Meeting Schedule:  The committee will meet again after the February 11th Trade Meeting.
Announcements:  Mr. Resick mentioned that Terry Ludeman will be speaking at an event sponsored by Martenson & Eisele, Inc. on January 11, 2008.  The topic is “Clusters and Regions – They Both Matter”.
Adjournment:  Ms. Hicks-Sorensen made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 11:55 a.m.  Mr. Thiel second.  Motion passes.
Respectfully submitted,

Cheryl A. Welch

