Economic Development Committee
Meeting Minutes:  
November 8, 2007
Noon-2:00 p.m.

Present:  Mr. Thiel, Dr. May, Ms. Welch, Mr. Schlies, Ms. Hoxtell, Ms. Kaup
Absent:  Ms. Holcomb, Mr. Kleman, Mr. Schultz
Others:  Mr. Miller, Ms. Ziebell
Mr. Thiel called the meeting to order at 12:10pm.
Minutes Approved:  September 20th, 2007 minutes provided and approved through consensus.
Updates on Subcommittee Activity: 
a) Construction:  The curriculum is developed and the class will begin in January 2008; students will earn a 16 credit certificate upon completion.  Marketing has been targeted at deer hunting registration stations because that is the type of target group that typically goes into construction.
b) Manufacturing:  This has been a more difficult program to organize due to the diversity of the group.  The manufacturers who had worked on the development of the curriculum had suggested using Dislocated Workers to go through the whole curriculum schedule that want to enter into manufacturing.  However, the manufacturers felt there was such a worker shortage that they would not require people to attend prior to hire.  They did believe employers might find the individual classes beneficial for incumbent workers.
Dr. May stated that in addition to the construction and manufacturing programs, FVTC will be starting a Call Center Certificate Program for customer service training.
Dave Thiel provided information on the Apprenticeship program education that is being provided through CCDET from a small grant received from DWD Apprenticeship section.
New North Update:  Ms. Kaup announced that the NEW North Summit will be December 14th in Sheboygan.  She also discussed how local communities can connect their local marketing/branding into the big picture of Marketing/Branding of NEW North. 

NEWREP Update:  Mr. Thiel announced that Brenda Hicks-Sorenson would be the new chair effective January 1, 2008.  NEWREP continues to work on Tech Zone Credit grants but are running out of money.
Regional Innovations Grant Opportunity:  Ms. Welch provided information on the RIG grant FVWDB would be applying for and how it is to be used for regional planning.  She explained how it could be used not only for the big picture of New North but for the rural areas for economic planning and for urban sub-regions.
Development of Economic Opportunity/Activities:  Much discussion occurred on how the expertise of Mr. Miller could be used to help small businesses to better understand foreign trade requirements and to move small companies toward growth through international markets.  Mr. Thiel requested we continue this discussion at the next meeting.
Next Steps:  Continue to dialogue on how to support small and medium sized businesses in better understanding of foreign market trading.
Future Meeting Schedule:  To be determined.
Announcements:  New North Summit scheduled for December 14, 2007.
Adjournment:  Mr. Schlies made motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Ms. Hoxtell.  Meeting adjourned at 2:00.
Respectfully submitted,

Cheryl A. Welch
